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Dicar Hecotor:

As the Chair, and a Member, respectively, of the Umited Staies Senate Commilles on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, we are wnting o you regarding the devasiation caused to
the southern United States by IMricane Katring. Weo urge yon to pursus the strongest
adminisiraiive and regulatory remedics available to you to respond to this terrible ragedy, We
helieve the Federal government's response 1o the hurmcans dumage has alrcady assumed
unprecedented propartions, “L'he Srnall Business Administration’s role will bu un inlegral part of
the nltimate rebuilding of local economies und communilies.

Through its admimsiration of (the Federal Disaster Loan program, the SBA leads the offord
to pravide assistance Lo homenwners, small husinesses. and larger husinasses 1n avery natural
disustuer. These loans are criteally imporlant for the arca’s rebuilding of homes and businesses,
providing employment [or ihe hundreds of thousands who have been temporarily displaced, and
re-gstablishing the devastated communitiss.

In many other ways, however, the SBA will also be necessary. We urge you tn use the
eaienl of your resources lo provide enireprencunal counscling in the damaged arcas, through the
SBA’s several business development programs. We urge the Ageney 1o make the masimum
effort to work with small businesses to structure loans. Rather than perpetuating bureaucratic
obstacles, the Agency should work towards easing the path to rebuilding., We are awarg that the
SBA's employees have already made great efforts to help victims of the hurricane, and we vrge
yuu o continue anid even expand those eflons.

We stand ready to assist you in any way possible. Please communicats to us wavs in
which we can help you respond to this tragedy.

Il you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact us, or to
have your staff contact Wes Coulam, Staff Director of the Committee, at (202 224-5175,

Sinceorely,

OLYMPLA I, SNOWE DAVID YVTITER
Chair Member



